Microbial Growth in Bulk Whole Corn Kernels Subjected to High Pressure Compaction.
High pressure compaction of bulk whole kernel was investigated as a means to reduce the volume of corn for storage and transpotation. The effect of compaction resulted in a drastic reduction of viable cell count of bacteria and mold in corn samples during the first 24 h of storage. Thereafter, up to 21 days, the viable cell counts increased gradually. The "compressed shock" observed in this study was similar to injury of microorganisms by other physical and chemical treatments of food systems.